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LETTER 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the March 15. 2004 telephone 
conversation between Supervisory Patent Examiner (Sf^E) Terrel Morris and 
Michael Sullivan (agent for Applicants), during which iSPE Morris confinned 
receipt by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the nfonmation Disclosure 
Statement (IDS) submitted on December 3, 2003 in the above-referenced 
application and acknowledged that the references cit^d therein had been 
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considered prior to allowance of this application. 

Furthermore, while Applicants believe that the celificatton made in the 
December 3, 2003 IDS is fully compliant with Rule 1 .97(e (1), Applicants hereby 
re-certify as follows: 

Each item of Information contained in the information disclosure 
Statement submitted by Applicants on December 3, 2003 was first 
cited in any communication from a foreign pat ant office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of the information disclosure statement. 

In view of the December 3, 2003 certification and the above re- 
certification, Applicants respectfully request that the record reflect the Examiner's 
prior consideration of the references cited on the Dece nber 3, 2003 IDS by 
Initialing the list of references (Fomn PTO/SB/08) submitted therewith, a copy of 
which is enclosed with this letter. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: March 18, 2004 




DiannJi Goldenson 
Registration No, 52,949 
Attorrey for Applicant(s) 



DARBY & DARBY 
Post Office Box 5257 
New York, NY 1 01 50-5257 
(212) 527-7700 



Page 2 

Docket tio. 02309/O0OH713-US0 



Letter 

Serial No. 09/675,890 



PAGE 3(4 * RCVD AT 311 912004 10:31 :08 AM [Eastern Standard T^^^^ 



03/19/2004 10:32 FAX 212 T53 6237 



DARBV & DARBY PC 



1 004/004 



Approve I far thnoosh 07/31/2006. OMB O85i-O03i 
UKi^jho Panofui^ b*h.^™ »f <^ ^ ^^^"^ ^TBi BmsHt Omco: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Uncter the PapefMm Reduction Act of 1995. no perBom w i^qiirBd to iBapord ip <i ccJIedion of Ttorrmtkyiurtess ftooniali«*v*wof^can^ 



Substitute rorfomi moA/BTPTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(UsB as msnysho^ as n©c«t»*/y> 


Comphteff Known 


AppJicatkm Number 


09/1)75,890 


Filing Dale 


Sef tember 29, 2000 


First NamM inventor 


Narhito Takeuchi 


Art Unit 


[l771 


Examiner Name 


Johi J. Guarriello 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Anomsy Dodcei Number 


O2339/000H713-US0 


1 U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 1 



Exariner 
inttials" 



CitB 
No.' 



Poatnfwnt Number 



NumberWnd Code^ ( ffmm) 



PubUcaifon Date 

MM-OD-YYYY 



Name Oi Patdntes or 
Applicant of Cited Docurnent 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Pago^ Columns, Linos, Wh^re 
ReiBvent Passagas or Ralauant 
Figures Appear 



Examine 
Inibals* 


Cite 
No.' 


• Foreign Patent Document 
Cauniry Code^Numbe/^-Klrrt CcHAB^(ffknwn} 


Publics (Ion 
Dele 
MW-DD-YVYY 


N$me of Patanlee w 
Applicant of Cilod Doc iment 


Pagaa, CoMnn*, Unoa, 
V\ffnPB RoevaK p«£8^^ 
or Rslsvfint Flares Appear 


r 




1. 


EP 0 758 695 


02-1 g-1 997 


Japan Tobacco Inc; ^ ishima 
Paper Co. Ltd. 








2. 


EP 0 372 388 


08-13-1990 


KAO Corp. 








3. 


EP 0 926 299 


06-30-1999 


Unj Charm Corp. 








4. 


EP 0 802 282 


10-22-1997 


Unl Charm Corp. 








nere ir Engir&h langusQe 







NON PATENT UTCRATURE DOCUMENTS 


ExamlPAT 
initfais' 


Cita 


Inc/udfl rtame of the author (m CAPITAL LETTERS). Otis of ms article (when app ipriate), tftte of thft Item (book 
magazfna. journal, serial, sympofiium. catalog, etc), data. pagB(sK voiume-iss te numl»r(s), publisher, dty ' 

anU/br oounlr/ where published 


V 



'ApcHcanl'B unique citation daslgnatlon number (optional). ^AppJitanl Is to pla^ a check mart hero if engllati lanoui ge Trawtalion Ig attachflfl. 



[Examiner [ 
[signature I 



Date 

Considenet i 



PAGE4f4' RCVD AT 3119/2004 10:31:08 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-112 * DNIS:8729306* CSID:212 Z53 6237* DURATION (min-ss):01-46 



